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TEXT

Luke 3:15-22
15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, 
saying, "I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire."
18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, 
that he locked up John in prison.
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
"You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

Isaiah 43:1-7
1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 
you, O Israel:  "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  
3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  I give Egypt 
as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  4Because you are precious 
in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in 
exchange for your life.  5Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you.  6I will say to the north, Give 
up, and to the south, Do not withhold;  bring my sons from afar and my  
daughters from the end of the earth, 7everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."

Sandra McPherson was adopted.  She writes about that in a poem titled Helen Todd, My 
Birth Name.  When she was born, her birth mother gave her the name Helen Todd.  That 
is the name on her birth certificate.  Two days after she was born, she was adopted.  Her 
adoptive parents renamed her Sandra McPherson.  In the poem, she talks about how her 
life may have been different if she had lived it as Helen Todd.  Perhaps having a different 
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name would have completely changed who she was.  If she had gone through life as 
Helen Todd, perhaps she would have turned out to be the math teacher Helen Todd 
instead of the poet Sandra McPherson.

That poem raises the question of what determines who we are.  Is it our name?  Is it our 
looks?  The weight you will lose as a result of your New Year’s resolutions: will there be a 
whole new you?  Or is who you are determined by your connection with family and 
friends?  Or is who we are determined by what we do, teaching math or writing poetry?

It may sound like merely a philosophical question, interesting to consider but with no 
practical importance.  Until God’s Word addresses who we are.  God says who you are 
is connected to Him.  He says, “I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

God says, “You are mine,” because He made you.  He is the Creator who knit you 
together in your mother’s womb.  And He is the Creator of us as a church.  It is God 
who calls, gathers and enlightens His Church.  “Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people,”  He says. God says, “You are mine,” because He made you. 

But that’s past tense.  Now comes the present tense, and this is what makes the 
question of who we are important.  God says, “You are mine,” because He is sculpting 
you.  He is sculpting and forming you into what and who He wants you to be.  

This makes us think of those proud moments in life when you hear your child’s name 
called.  You feel that pride when your son or daughter walks across the stage at 
graduation to receive his or her diploma.  And the announcer announces your child’s 
name.  That feeling of pride is there, because you know that by God’s grace you have 
been allowed to play a role in sculpting, in forming your son or daughter into who he or 
she is.  “That is my son,” or “That is my daughter,” you are proud to say.  And God is 
proud to say of you, “You are mine, you are my son,” or “you are my daughter.”  Because 
He is sculpting, He is forming us.  Into who we are, into who He wants us to be as 
individuals and as a church. 

And He’s doing that because all did not go well in the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve 
rebelled and disobeyed.  And God has been working at forming us through His Word 
ever since.  And we still rebel and resist.  We turn away and try other things.  We try to 
find who we are in the things of this world.  Seeking our identity in the things or the 
people to which we attach ourselves. 

Earlier we read how people were trying to identify themselves with John.  Or we seek 
our identity in our looks or in what we do.  John himself could have sought his identity in 
baptizing.  John the Baptizer.  But what would become of his identity when he was 
thrown in prison and could no longer baptize people?  

What becomes of our identity when we can no longer do the thing by which we identify 
ourselves?  What becomes of our identity when we can no longer attach ourselves to 
the person by which we have identified ourselves?  Our faith is surely tested as we try 
to find who we are in people and in things.  
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As Isaiah speaks of here in our text: “We pass through floods and fires that test our 
faith.” 

And still the Lord says, “You are mine.”  Because He will not abandon you.  “When you 
pass though the waters I will be with you…. When you walk through fire the flame shall 
not consume you.” 

He does not abandon us but keeps sculpting and forming us.  The way the kids of Kansas 
City keep sculpting with snow to form igloos and sharks and polar bears and dragons.  
The Lord keeps sculpting and forming us.  Out of shape because of our sins?  Then He 
remolds us, He re-sculpts us, He reforms us.  With His mercy and grace.  He reforms us 
daily through the confession of our sins and the assurance of forgiveness won for us 
through the giving of His Son’s life in exchange for ours. 

That is Christ’s identity.  The Lord identified Himself with us.  Through His own Baptism 
He began that great exchange.  Christ was not baptized for His own benefit, since He is 
without sin.  Instead, He was baptized for our benefit.  In His Baptism He connected 
Himself with us.  Connected His death and resurrection to us. 

And there in His death and resurrection is our identity.  

Baptized children of God. “I have called you by name,” He says, “You are mine.” 

Because I made you. 

Because I am forming you. 
Because I will not abandon you. 
Because I identify myself with you. 

God is proud to say of you, “You are mine.”  Who we are is not because of our birth 
name or our friends or what we do.  Who we are is because of who God is and what He 
has done for us.  And through the daily confession of our sins and the forgiveness won 
for us through Christ’s death and resurrection, the Lord continues to sculpt and form us 
and reform us daily into what He wants us to be, trusting in Him, following His Word. “I 
have called you by name, you are mine,” God says. 

Through Christ, we are His people, His church now and forever.

Amen
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